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Book Reviews 121 

The Vitality of Platonism, and Other Essays. By James Adam. 
Edited by his wife, Adela Maeion Adam. Cambridge: The 
University Press, 1911. Pp. viii+242. 

This volume is made up of papers and essays read by the late James 
Adam on various occasions, and now presented under the following captions: 
"The Vitality of Platonism"; "The Divine Origin of the Soul"; "The 
Doctrine of the Logos in Heraclitus " ; "The Hymn of Cleanthes " ; "Ancient 
Greek Views of Suffering and Evil"; "The Moral and Intellectual Value 
of Classical Education." In the collection the reader finds more unity 
than the titles would at first suggest; for most of the papers treat some 
phase of what we might call religious philosophy. Indeed, Professor Adam 
was always most at home in the sphere where poetry, religion, and phi- 
losophy come so close together as to be practically blended. The most 
technical of the studies is devoted to a discussion of the "Heraclitean Logos," 
which our author believes to be "at once the Divine Reason both in Nature 
and in Man, and also the unity in which all opposites are reconciled"; and 
he concludes that "the essential characteristic assigned to the Logos by the 
Stoics are already present in the writings of Heraclitus, who therefore deserves 
the credit of founding the doctrine, which has played so great a part in later 
religious and philosophical thought." In the "Hymn of Cleanthes," the 
longest chapter, he tries to explain and illustrate the religious ideas of 
Stoicism, and to show that the "link between Greek philosophy and Chris- 
tianity was once for all established when St. John proclaimed that the Logos 
had become incarnate in the founder of our faith." The nature of the 
remaining papers may be easily inferred from the accurate descriptive titles 
already quoted; and it is needless to say that each subject bears testimony 
to the literary range and serious scholarship of the author. In all of the 
essays we find the same lofty idealizing Hellenist with whom we grew 
acquainted in his "Religious Teachers of Greece" and his various writings 
on Plato. His devotion to the highest phases of classical culture was almost 
a religious enthusiasm; and he never hesitated to avow his belief in the 
beatific vision. 

F. B. R. Hellems 

University of Colorado 



The Eclog-ues of Baptista Mantuanus. Edited, with Introduction 
and Notes, by Wilfred P. Mustard, Ph.D. Baltimore: The 
Johns Hopkins Press, 1911. $1.50. 

The Eclogues of "Good old Mantuan" of Love's Labour's Lost are now 
accessible in a text based on that of the first printed edition, Mantua, 1498, 
but modernized by the editor in spelling and punctuation. The publication 
of a good, readable text will be more than welcome to those workers in the 



